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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 



a shaft having first and second shaft ends, the first shaft end being slidably connected 
with one of the tubular \uter ends; 



a bias member operatively associated with the shaft and the frame so as to bias the second 
shaft end away from the one tubular outer end of the frame; and 

a dampener operatively associated with the shaft, the frame and the bias member, said 
dampener being adapted slows a r e timi sp ee d of the bias memb e r upon impact forc e with said 
frame towards its pre impact position tos^dampen displacement of the second shaft end-e^-the 
shaft away from the one tubular outer end of the framc r in response to compression of the bias 
member from a pre-impact position to a compressed position by an wherein upon impact force 
with said frame, such that said bias member compr e ss e s and after the impact force is released, 
said dampener slows the-a_return speed of said biasVnember from the compressed position to 
the towards its pre-impact position for preventing the second shaft end of the shaft from springing 
back to fts- a second shaft end p re-impact position at an undataipered return speed . 




1 . \ (Currently Amended) A safety handlebar comprising: 
a frame haying opposing, tubular outer ends; 
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2. ^Original) The handlebar according to claim 1, wherein the bias member is a 
helical spring. \ 

3. (OrigWl) The handlebar according to claim 1, further comprising a compressible 
cap coupled with the se^cond shaft end for movement with the second shaft end. 

4. (OriginaOVhe handlebar according to claim 1 further comprising a cover coupled 
with the shaft to slidably telescope on the one outer end of the frame. 

Claims 5-11 (CanceledV 

12. (Original) The handlebar according to claim 1 wherein the dampener is: 

an air flow damper operativetly connected to the first shaft such that the air flow damper 
is in a first, non-fluid flow obstructing, orientation when the second end of the shaft is displaced 
toward the frame, and the air flow damWr is in a second, fluid flow obstructing position when 
the biasing member displaces the secondVnd of the shaft away from the frame so as to slow 
displacement of the second end of the shaft away from the frame. 

13. (Original) The handlebar accoraing to claim 12, wherein the biasing member is a 
helical spring. \ 

14. (Original) The handlebar according \p claim 12, wherein the air flow damper is a 
feather washer. \ 

15. (Original) The handlebar according \ to claim 12, fiirther comprising a 
compressible cap coupled for movement with the second shaft end. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) A child-safe handlebar comprising: 
a generally tubular frame having a tubular outer end; 

a shaft having Opposing first and second shaft ends, the first shaft end being slidably 
telescoped with the feWlr tubulai' outer end;-aftd 

a bias member opeiWively associated with the shaft and the frame so as to bias the second 
shaft end away from the tubular outer end; and 

a fluid dampener opemtively associated with the frame, the shaft and the bias member, 
said dampener being adapted \o dampen displacement of the second shaft end away from the 
tubular outer end in response to Vompression of the bias member from a pre-impact position to a 
compressed position by an impaW force with said frame, such that after the impact force is 
released, said dampener slows a return speed of said bias member from the compressed position 
to the pre-impact position for preventing the second shaft end from springing back to a second 
shaft end pre-impact position at an undampered return speed stows a return speed of the bias 
m e mb e r upon impact forc e with said fram e towards its pr e impact position to slow mov e m e nt of 
the shaft out of the outer end, \ 

wh e r e in upon impact forc e with said frame, said bias m e mber compresses and aft e r the 
impact force is released, said dampener slows the return speed of said bias member towards its 
pr e impact position for pr e v e nting th e s e cond e nd of th e shaft from springing back to its 
pr e impact position . \ 

Claims 17-18 (Canceled) \ 
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19. (Previously Amended) The handlebar of claim 16 wherein the dampener 
comprises: 

an air flow danV)er operatively connected to the first shaft end such that the air flow 
damper is in a first, non-Vluid flow obstructing orientation when the second end of the shaft is 
displaced toward the framV, and the air flow damper is in a second, fluid flow obstructing 
position when the biasing m^ber displaces the second end of the shaft away from the frame to 
slow displacement of the second end of the shaft away from the frame. 

20. (Previously Amended) The handlebar of claim 16 fiirther comprising: 

a biasing member coupled between the shaft and the frame so as to absorb energy as the 
shaft slides into the outer end of tha fi*ame. 

21 . (New) The handlebar of claim 1 wherein the dampener comprises: 
a first chamber associated with tne second shaft end; 

a second chamber associated with me first shaft end; 

a dampening fluid contained within ak.least one of the first and second chambers; 

a first one-way valve fluidly connectingVthe first chamber to the second chamber so as to 
allow the dampening fluid to flow only from the first chamber to the second chamber; and 

a second one-way valve fluidly connecting the second chamber to the first chamber so as 
to allow the dampening fluid to flow only from theWcond chamber to the first chamber, the 
second one-way valve having a second opening smalle^than a first opening in the first one-way 
valve. 
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22. (New) The handlebar according to claim 21, further comprising a cover extending 
over the shaft between the second shaft end and the one outer end of the handlebar frame, a first 
end of the cover being\slidably disposed over the outer end of the frame and a second end of he 
cover being fixedly coupled with the second end of the shaft so as to telescope with the shaft 
along the one outer end onhe handlebar frame; and 

a generally annular wall extending radially outwardly from the outer frame end, a radial 
end of the wall being slidably\disposed against the cover. 

23. (New) The handlebar according to claim 22, wherein the first chamber is defined 
at least in part by the annular walk the cover, and the shaft, 

24. (New) The handlebar according to claim 22, wherein the second chamber is 
defined at least in part by the armulanwall, the cover, and the frame. 

25. (New) The handlebar afccording to claim 21, wherein the dampening fluid is a 
dampening grease. \ 

26. (New) The handlebar according to claim 21, wherein the bias member is a helical 
spring. \ 

27. (New) The handlebar according to claim 21, further comprising a compressible 
cap affixed with the second shaft end. \ 

28. (New) The handlebar of claim 16 wherein the dampener comprises: 
a first chamber associated with the second shaft end; and 

a dampening fluid contained within the first chamber. 
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29. (New) Tnb. handlebar of claim 28 further comprising a second chamber associated 

*with the first shaft end and at least one valve fluidly coupling the first and second chambers. 
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